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Since the world Islam means “self-surrender’ (to God), it is in this
sense that most commentators and translators understood the verse
acknowledging that the surrender of heart and will and mind to God is a
basic principle of every authentic religion.

1) ‘ Whosoever follows any other religion than al-Islam, it shall
not be accepted of him, and mthe Hereafter he will be among  the
losers.
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In the same context, verses affirming that Muhammad has been
sent for all people have to be understood in a less monopolizing way than
they have been throughout the centuries by Muslims with little or no
general knowledge about other religions and their distribution. What the
Quran tells us here is that Islam, unlike Judaism or Hinduism, is a world
religion. But it is not denying that Buddhism and Christianity are also
world religions, that is, open to everybody, at least in principle. These last
words are important, “for God doth what He will” and our only means of
knowing His will in this respect are by the results. With regard to the
world as it has been in its geographical distribution of peoples for the last
two thousand years, it will not escape the notice of an observant Muslim
any more than an observant Christian that there is, spatially speaking, a
certain sector in which Providence has worked wonders for Buddhism and
done relatively little for either Christianity or Islam. The same Muslim
will also notice that there is another sector in which Providence has
worked wonders for Christianity and done very little for the other
religions.
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The most that a sound intelligence can accept are the claims which
naturally result from the fact that Islam represents the most recent Divine
intervention upon earth. But these claims, though considerable, are
relative, not absolute; and a Muslim intellectual in the modern world will

~ not find peace of mind except by assenting to this. It should not however
be difficult for him to do so, for a glance at those passages of the Quran on
which the theologians. exclusivism is based shows that the verses in
question call for a deeper and more universal interpretation than is
generally given.

One of these passages is the following:

He it is who hath sent his messenger with guidance and the religion
of Truth, that He may make it prevail over all religion, though the
idolators be averse.

s, This verse can be given a narrower or widerinterpretation. Its
more immediate meaning is clearly the narrower one: the messenger is
Muhammad, the religion of Truth is the Quranic message and the idolaters
are the pagan Arabs, Persians, Berbers and certain other pagans. But what
of the words that He may make it prevail over all religion? It is here that

the crux of the matter may be said to lie.
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Whatever the disadvantages of modern education, it serves to
implant a more global concept of world history and geography than is
normally held by members of traditional civilisation which tend, as we
have seen, to be aloof and introspective. The wider knowledge is a mixed
blessing, but where it exists it must be taken into account. An intelligent
Muslim, living in the modern world, is bound to realize sooner or later,

suddenly or gradually, not only that the Quranic message has not been
made to prevail over all religion, but also that providence itself is directly
responsible for the short-coming. The shock of this realization may shatter
his belief, unless he be enabled to understand that the verse in question has
a wider significance. In the narrower sense, all religion can only be taken
to mean ‘all religion in your part of the world.” But if all religion be
interpreted in an absolute sense, and if idolators be made to include such
people as the Germans and Celts, many of whom were still pagan at the
outset of Islam, then the religion of Truth must also be given its widest
application, and the words once again’ must be understood (i.e. He it is
who hath sent ...), for the Divinity has sent messengers before, and never
with anything other than the religion of Truth. These last four words, like
the term Islam itself, can be taken in a universal sense, to include all true
religion. The Quran makes it clear that the religions of Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Moses and Jesus may be called Islam in its literal meaning of
submission to God. In this sense Islam may be said to have been made to
prevail over all religion. But in its narrower sense Islam has only been
allowed to prevail over all religion in a limited part of the world. It is now
fourteen hundred years since the revelation of the Quran and Providence
has allowed non-Quranic modes of the religion of Truth to remain as
barriers to the Quranic message in more than half the globe.
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A religions claim to unique efficacy must be allowed the status of

half truth because there is, in fact in the vast majority of cases, no

alternative choice.
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For those who come face to face with the founder of a new
religion, the lack of alternative choice becomes as it were absolute in
virtue of the correspondingly absolute greatness of the Divine Messenger
himself. It is moreover at its outset, that is, during its brief moment of
‘absoluteness’, that the claims of a religion are for the most part
formulated. But with the passage of time there is inevitably a certain
levelling out between the new and the less new, the more so in that less

new may have special claims on certain peoples.
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